
CONNECTED, VIBRANT AND THRIVING MANAWATU - THE BEST RURAL LIFESTYLE IN NEW ZEALAND. 

Dra  Plan Change 61: Hazardous Substances 
and Contaminated Land 

What is a Sec onal District Plan 
Review? 
Every Council has to write and produce a District Plan and then 
review it every 10 years. A lot can happen in 10 years – 
different development pressures emerge, economic situa ons 
change, legisla ve changes are enacted and new issues need 
to be taken into account. The Manawatu District Council is 
reviewing our District Plan in sec ons. 

What is Plan Change 61 about? 
This part of the sec onal review will update the Hazardous 
Substances and Contaminated Land sec on of the Plan. We are 
looking for feedback from key stakeholders before we go 
through the formal public consulta on process. The Council 
will consider the feedback when dra ing Plan Change 61: 
Hazardous Substances and Contaminated Land for public 
no fica on later in the year. 

What are the proposed changes? 
Plan Change 61 focuses on two topics: hazardous substances 
and contaminated land.  The key areas of change are: 

Hazardous Substances 

Clarify the Council’s role with respect to controlling land 
use for the storage, use, disposal or transporta on of 
hazardous substances in the District. 

Ensure there is no duplica on or discrepancy between the 
District Plan and other legisla on and regula ons that 
control and manage hazardous substances, for example the 
Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996 (HSNO 
Act). 

Give effect to the Regional Policy Statement (RPS) 
provisions contained within the Manawatu-Wanganui 
Regional Council’s Proposed One Plan with respect to 
managing hazardous substances. 

Develop District Plan Rules to apply to: Major Hazardous 
Facili es; Hazardous Substances near sensi ve 
environments; to manage cumula ve effects of hazardous 
facili es. 

Contaminated Land  

Clarify the Council’s role in preven ng or mi ga ng any 
adverse effects associated with developing, subdividing or 
using contaminated land. 

Ensure the Plan recognises and does not conflict with the 
Na onal Environmental Standard for Assessing and 
Managing Contaminants in the Soil to Protect Human 
Health (NES), which regulates land use and soil disturbance 
where land is or has been previously used for a hazardous 
ac vity or industry. 

Give effect to the Regional Policy Statement (RPS) 
provisions contained within the Manawatu-Wanganui 
Regional Council’s Proposed One Plan with respect to 
managing ac vi es on contaminated land.  

Provide policy guidance to District Plan users to assist in 
the assessment of Restricted Discre onary or Discre onary 
ac vi es under the NES. 

What is the District Council’s role? 
Hazardous substances and contaminated land are largely 
managed at the na onal level. For example, the Hazardous 
Substances and New Organisms Act 1996 (HSNO) controls the 
use, storage and transporta on of most hazardous substances. 
HSNO is administered by the Environmental Protec on Agency 
(EPA) and Worksafe NZ.  The Council is therefore limited to 
developing land use controls under the RMA for substances 
not controlled by HSNO, or for issues that are not within the 
scope of HSNO, like reverse sensi vity or cumula ve effects.  

With respect to contaminated land, proposed land uses and 
Council decision-making must comply with the NES with 
respect to human health.   

The diagrams on the following page summarise the 
responsibili es for the key agencies involved in managing 
hazardous substances and contaminated land.  



Have your say 
We’d like to hear your thoughts on our proposed approach to 
managing contaminated land and hazardous substances in the 
Manawatu District.  Your feedback will help us ensure that the 
provisions in the District Plan reflect the community’s view and 
give effect to the requirements of the Resource Management 
Act (1991) and the Horizons One Plan. 

We need your feedback by Friday, 11 November 2016. 

Email: districtplanreview@mdc.govt.nz   
Mail: Private Bag 10 001, Feilding 4743 

Want to provide feedback? 
To give your feedback and to discuss how the Dra  Plan Change 
61 may affect you, please email or phone either: 

Cynthia Ward  Senior Policy Planner:  
Email: cynthia.ward@mdc.govt.nz | Phone: 06 323 0000 

Rochelle Waugh  Planner 
Email: rochelle.waugh@mdc.govt.nz | Phone: 06 323 0000 

Lucy Cooper  Consultant - Percep on Planning:  
Email: lucy@percep onplanning.co.nz | Phone: 0210 22 11 414 

 

Horizons responsible for controlling the use of land for the disposal of hazardous substances Regional 

MDC can develop provisions under the RMA to manage hazardous substances not controlled by 
HSNO or managing cumula ve effects or poten al effects on sensi ve ac vi es or environments District 

Contaminated Land 

The NES for Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health regulates land 
use and soil disturbance where land is or has been previously used for a hazardous ac vity or 
industry 

Na onal 

Horizons responsible for iden fying and monitoring contaminated land Regional 

MDC is responsible for the preven on or mi ga on of any adverse effects of the development, 
subdivision or use of contaminated land 
MDC observes and enforces the NES 
MDC processes consents made under the NES 

District 

Hazardous Substances 

Na onal 

The Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996 (HSNO) protects the environment and 
communi es by preven ng or managing the adverse effects of hazardous substances 
Environmental Protec on Authority (EPA) regulates and control hazardous substances to safeguard 
people and the environment under HSNO 
Worksafe NZ, on behalf of EPA, issues licenses and approvals under HSNO and prepared guidance 
material and other informa on resources 


