


MANAWATŪ DISTRICT COUNCIL PROPOSED DISTRICT PLAN 

Ch
ap

te
r 1

3 
– 

Ru
ra

l E
nv

iro
nm

en
t 

er
1

Ch
ap

te

PAGE

1 

NOTE: Text in grey is not being changed as part of this plan change 

(Additions underlined, deletions strikethrough) 

RULE B3 – RURAL ZONES 
(Refer Part 4.3, Page 14) 

NB – Words outlined in bold type below have a specific definition contained in Rule E (Pages 165-173). Some 
of the activities listed below, particularly those marked with “MWRC”

” may also require consent from the Regional
Council. 

13 RURAL ENVIRONMENT 

13.1 Introduction 

The Manawatū District is dominated by rural landscapes and land that supports 
primary production activities. The purpose of this chapter is to provide a framework 
for the sustainable management of the rural environment of the Manawatū District. 
This chapter should be read in conjunction with Chapter 8 – Subdivision in particular, 
as combined, these chapters manage the land use and subdivision in the rural 
environment. 

Productive use and development of rural land contribute significantly to the economy 
of the Manawatū District. Protection of the ongoing productive capacity of rural land 
from the establishment of non-productive land uses, such as residential development, 
is a key challenge in the management of the rural environment.  

Lifestyle blocks are popular with people who want to live within a rural setting and 
have the privacy, space and amenity associated with a rural environment. Small-scale 
rural production activities, amenity planting and open space are all features of lifestyle 
development. The demand for lifestyle blocks is generally in places with good 
connections to local villages, schools and employment opportunities. Inappropriately 
located lifestyle blocks can disrupt rural primary production activities and therefore 
require management to mitigate their potential effects on the wider rural 
environment. 

The rural environment traverses markedly different landscapes and topography, 
extending from the Ruahine Ranges in the east across the highly productive versatile 
soils on the Manawatū Plains and the dune landforms at the coast, which form the 
District’s western boundary. The diverse characteristics of these environments 
contribute to the ecological, social, economic and cultural well-being of the 
communities of the Manawatū District and require specific consideration to ensure 
these areas are managed sustainably and in an integrated way. 
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The Rural Zone provides guidance for the majority of the rural environment of the 
Manawatū District while the Rural Lifestyle Zone identifies specific locations in the 
District to provide for the development of lifestyle blocks. 

13.2 Resource Management Issues 
The following resource management issues have been identified in relation to the 
rural environment: 

1. The District’s economy is dependent on rural primary production activities that
rely on the District’s finite rural land, which can be depleted or excluded from
productive use by inappropriate land use and subdivision activities.

2. Non-rural activities in the Rural Zone can adversely affect:

a. the efficient and effective operation of rural primary production activities,
including as a result of reverse sensitivity effects, and

b. the attributes of the rural environment that define its character and
amenity.

3. Rural primary production activities can generate adverse effects on the
environment and have the potential to result in cumulative adverse effects.

4. Subdivision and development in the rural environment can adversely affect the
safe and efficient functioning of public roads, railway, airports and other network
utilities.

5. Inappropriate and ad hoc lifestyle development can result in:

a. potential for loss and fragmentation of finite rural land

b. impacts on the efficient and effective operation of rural production activities

c. adverse effects on the open rural character and amenity of the wider rural
environment

d. increased risk from natural hazards
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13.3 Objectives and policies 

Objective 13.3.1 
To safeguard the life-supporting capacity and productive potential of the District’s 
finite rural land while allowing the effective and efficient use of this land for rural 
primary production activities and other activities that require a rural location or 
provide support to rural primary production activities. 

Policies 
13.3.1.1 Identify and define a Rural Zone that encompasses land where the 

combination of natural and physical resources has the potential to support 
rural primary production activities and other activities that require a rural 
location. 

13.3.1.2 Allow rural primary production land uses in the rural environment where 
any adverse effects on the life-supporting capacity of soils will be avoided. 

13.3.1.3 Avoid subdivision that will result in the fragmentation of rural land into 
allotments that limit the productive use of that land except in the Rural 
Lifestyle Zone where lifestyle development is provided for. 

13.3.1.4 Avoid the establishment of new activities in the Rural Zone that are not 
rural primary production activities except where there is a functional 
requirement to locate the activities in the Rural Zone or where the 
establishment of the activities provide support to rural primary productive 
activities and where their adverse effects can be appropriately avoided, 
remedied or mitigated. 

13.3.1.5 Avoid the expansion of existing activities in the Rural Zone that are not 
rural primary production activities or activities that support rural primary 
production activities. 

 

Objective 13.3.2 
To maintain the attributes that contribute to the character and amenity values of the 
rural environment, including: 

a. The working productive landscape with a predominance of rural 
primary production activities; 

b. The general absence of buildings and 'urban' infrastructure including 
road kerb and channelling, street lights, footpaths and advertising 
signage; 
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c. The dominance of open space and natural features including the 
coastal environment, dune landforms, identified outstanding natural 
features and landscapes, indigenous vegetation, streams, lakes, rivers 
and wetlands; 

d. Views to the Ruahine Ranges and the Rangitikei and Oroua Rivers 
from public roads and public places; 

e. The absence of derelict vehicles and disused goods and materials 
stored outdoors on private property.  

Policies 
13.3.2.1 Require new buildings to be of a scale, form and location that is consistent 

with maintaining the character and amenity values of the rural 
environment. 

13.3.2.2 Avoid or mitigate adverse effects, including reverse sensitivity effects, on 
sensitive activities from other activities including by requiring separation 
distances. 

13.3.2.3 Avoid buildings or activities that will have adverse effects on the identified 
characteristics and values of any outstanding natural feature or landscape 
identified in Appendix 5a. 

13.3.2.4 Ensure that the planting of any shelterbelts and plantation forestry does 
not result in vegetation that, once mature, will cause shading and leaf drop 
onto dwellings on adjacent properties.  

13.3.2.5 Ensure that the characteristics and values of identified natural features 
and landscapes and the existing rural character and amenity of the rural 
environment are protected from the adverse effects of extractive 
activities. 

 

Objective 13.3.3 
To provide for lifestyle subdivision and development in confined areas that have the 
characteristics to absorb lifestyle-scale development. 

Policies 
13.3.3.1 Identify a Rural Lifestyle Zone in locations appropriate for rural lifestyle 

development based on the following criteria: 

a. Central location – locations that provide ease of access to 
employment opportunities and transportation routes in the District. 
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b. Existing community – locations that are in close proximity to an 
existing community hall or school. 

c. Access restrictions (State Highway proximity) – locations where direct 
access from a State Highway is not required. 

d. Soil type – locations that are not situated on Class I or II soils. 

e. Topography – locations with a topography that is practical for lifestyle 
development. 

f. Rural amenity values – locations that are considered pleasant places 
to live and often have wide rural views. 

g. Natural Hazard risk – locations where the adverse effects from natural 
hazards can be avoided.  

13.3.3.2 To maintain the qualities and characteristics of the Rural Zone, avoid 
lifestyle block development outside the Rural Lifestyle Zone. 

13.3.3.3 To provide for the creation of lifestyle blocks of sizes that reflects the 
diversity of uses in the Rural Lifestyle Zone. 

13.3.3.4 Recognise the changes, including building density and amenity planting, 
that are likely to occur as the Rural Lifestyle Zone is developed. 

 

Objective 13.3.4 
To ensure subdivision, use and development in the rural environment avoids, 
remedies or mitigates adverse effects, including reverse sensitivity effects, on the 
efficient operation, maintenance, and upgrading of existing network utilities, airports, 
and renewable energy generation infrastructure.    

Policies 
13.3.4.1 Subdivision, use and development in the rural environment must 

safeguard the safe, effective and efficient operation, maintenance and 
upgrading of network utilities including by ensuring:  

a. Buildings, particularly those used for sensitive activities, are located in 
a way that avoids reverse sensitivity effects and does not increase the 
risk to the safety of people;  

b. Any new building or additions and alterations to existing buildings 
close to network utilities do not restrict the operation, maintenance 
and upgrading of the network utilities;  
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c. Subdivision and any subsequent development must be designed to 
ensure the buffer distances created by the National Grid Yard and 
National Grid Corridor are maintained. 

13.3.4.2 The planting of any vegetation, including plantation forestry and 
shelterbelts, must be setback from road boundaries or maintained at a 
height that: 

a. avoids shadows being cast on sealed roads between the hours of 
10am and 3pm on the shortest day of the year and 

b. avoids adverse effects on the efficient functioning of formed roads 
resulting from falling trees and branches in storm events and strong 
winds. 

13.3.4.3 Stock loading facilities must be contained within private property and must 
be designed, constructed and used in a manner that avoids vehicles using 
the facilities needing to manoeuvre or park within the public road 
network. 

 

13.4 Rules 
The provisions in this chapter should be read in conjunction with the following: 

 Chapter 2 – Definitions 
 Chapter 3 – District-wide Rules 
 Chapter 4 – Historic Heritage 
 Chapter 6 – Natural Hazards 
 Chapter 8 – Subdivision 

 

3.1 PERMITTED ACTIVITIES 

3.1.1 List of Activities 

 

A)  The following shall be permitted activities in the Rural zones, provided that they 
comply with the standards in Rule 3.3 below: 

i)  Farming and Farm Buildings. 

ii)  Planting, tending and harvesting forests, woodlots, specialised tree crops, or 
shelter belts. MWRC 

iii)  Veterinary Clinics and Veterinary Hospitals, except if sited in the Air Noise 
Area. 

iv)  Catteries. 

v)  [deleted] 
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vi) Pig Farming, provided that the activity does not involve:

a)  More than two breeding sows, of which no more than 10 of the progeny can 
be retained beyond the weaner stage of eight weeks of age, or 

b)  More than 12 growing pigs only, up to the bacon weight stage. 

vii)  One dwelling on sites which have the following minimum area: 

a)  Rural 1 zone 8ha 

b)  Rural 2 zone 4ha 

Except if sited within the Air Noise Area (Refer Appendix 3A, Page 198). 

viii)  One dwelling on each allotment subdivided under this Plan, except if sited in 
the Air Noise Area, if that allotment was demonstrated to have a suitable 
dwelling site in terms of Rule C2 2.4.1 H) (Page 157). 

ix)  One dwelling on each allotment subdivided under a previous District Plan, and 
which incorporated a potential house site, except if the dwelling would be sited 
within the Air Noise Area. 

x)  A second dwelling on sites which have the following minimum areas: 

a)  Rural 1 zone 16ha 

b)  Rural 2 zone 8ha 

Except if sited within the Air Noise Area. 

xi)  One Family Flat except if sited within the Air Noise Area. 

xii)  Craft Workshops and Studios, except if sited in the Air Noise Area. 

xiii)  Home Occupations, except if sited in the Air Noise Area. 

xiv)  Retail sales from craft workshops and studios, from home occupations, and of 
farm produce, on sites without frontage to Arterial Routes, except if sited in 
the Air Noise Area. (Refer: Appendix 2B, Pages 192 and 193). 

xv)  Education Facilities and Day Care centres. except if sited within the Air 
Noise Area. 

xvi)  Formation of vehicle crossings onto roads. NB: Consent from the road 
controlling authority is required for vehicle crossings onto Limited Access 
Roads. 

xvii)  Cemeteries,andcrematoria,exceptifsitedintheAirNoiseArea. 

xviii)  Effluent ponds for on-farm waste treatment. MWRC 

xix)  Parks, reserves, open space and scenic reserves, except if sited in the Air 
Noise Area. 
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xx)  Mineral exploration, prospecting or extraction activities, if the amount of 
material extracted from each site does not exceed 1000 cubic metres per year. 

xxi)  Extraction of more than 1000 cubic metres of sand and /or gravel per year from 
a river beach, if the site of the extraction is further than 500 metres from the 
nearest dwelling. MWRC 

xxii)  Accessory buildings. 

xxiii)  Other buildings ancillary to the primary permitted use of the site. 

xxiv)  Signs which comply with Rule B3 3.3.2 (Page 130). 

xxv)  Earthworks ancillary to permitted activities or to approved controlled, restricted 
discretionary or discretionary activities. MWRC 

xxvi)  Motor Caravan Sites, except if sited in the Air Noise Area.  

xxvii) Clearance, modification or harvesting of indigenous vegetation if it qualifies as 
a permitted activity under Appendix 1J (Page 190). MWRC 

NB: This rule shall not apply to the heritage places listed in Appendices 1A or 1B of 
the Plan. Rules on the modification of these places are instead contained in Rule A2 
2.3 (Page 98). 

xxix)  Residential Care Homes, except if sited in the Air Noise Area 

xxx)  Milking sheds 

xxi)  Pens housing animals 

 

13.4.1 Permitted Activities 

 
Activities in the Rural and Rural Lifestyle Zones are permitted activities provided they 
meet the following: 

a. compliance with all of the standards for permitted activities in 13.4.3, and 

b. compliance with all of the performance standards in the District-wide Rules 
Chapter, and 

c. are not specifically identified in the Plan as a controlled, restricted 
discretionary, discretionary, non-complying or prohibited activity. 
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13.4.2 3.2Controlled Activities 
3.2.1 List of Activities 

A)  The following shall be activity is a controlled activityies in the Rural Zones, 
provided that they comply with the standards in Rule 3.3 13.4.3 below: 

a. i) Relocating previously used buildings from another site, except in the case of 
dwellings to be sited within the Air Noise Area. (Refer Appendix 3A, Page 203). 

ii)  Erection of more than one dwelling on a parcel of Maori land, except if 
  sited within the Air Noise Area. 
iii)  Pig Farming not otherwise specified as a permitted activity, if the 
  separation distances in Appendix 3D can be met. 

 

3.2.2 Criteria for Assessment 

A) The matters over which Council has reserved its control and in respect of which conditions may 
be imposed are set out in Rule A1 1.3.1. (Page 90). 
 

13.4.3 3.3 Standards for permitted activities 
3.3.1 Performance Standards 

The permitted and controlled activities specified above shall comply with the 
following standards: 

Permitted activities must comply with all of the following standards for the Rural and 
Rural Lifestyle Zones:  

a. Height   

i. Maximum height 20m The maximum height for any building is 12m 
except wind turbines as provided for under 3C.4.2.a. 

ii. The maximum height for any building in the Outstanding Natural 
Features and Landscapes Overlay is 4m 

No part of any building, structure, mast, tree or other object shall penetrate 
any of the climb surfaces, transitional surfaces, horizontal surfaces or conical 
surfaces associated with Milson Airport or Feilding Aerodrome. These surfaces 
are shown in Appendix 3B and Appendix 3C. Where two or more surfaces 
intersect, the lower shall apply. 

NB Special height controls also apply in the vicinity of Ohakea Airfield (refer 
Appendix 7B) 
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b. Yard setbacks and separation distances 

i)  Dwelling Units –Nodal Areas Front yards 25m, other yards 12m 

ii)   Dwelling Units in areas other than Nodal Areas Front yards 25m, other 
yards 20m 

iii)   Accessory Buildings less than 4m in height and with a gross floor area no 

greater than 60m2 - Front yards 10m, other yards 1.5m. 

iv)  [deleted] 

v)   Milking sheds and pens housing animals (either permanently or 
temporarily), including pig farming 

a) From any Residential zone or Village zone - 100m. 

b) Front yards - 10m 

c) Other yards - 30m. 

vi)   All other buildings (including Farm buildings) - Front yards 10m., other 
yards 5m. 

vii)  Buildings shall be kept at least 10m clear of the top edge of any public 
drain or watercourse. 

viii)  No pig wallow shall be permitted to develop within 100 metres of any 
boundary of the site. 

ix)  Motor Caravans/campervans/caravans on Motor Caravan Sites shall not be 
parked within 20m of any boundary of the site. 

x)  No silage pit or silage stack shall be sited within 100m of any dwelling on 
another property that is located in a Residential or Village zone or a nodal 
area 
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i. Buildings and activities in the Rural Zone must be located no closer than 
the yard setback or separation distances specified below: 

 Building or Activity 

Yard 
setback or 
separation 
distance1 

Sensitive 
Activities 

Farm 
Buildings, 
Accessory 
Buildings 

Milking 
Sheds, Pens 

Housing 
Animals 

Intensive 
Farming, 
Animal 
Effluent 
Storage 
Ponds, 
Silage 

stacks/pits 

Stock 
Underpass 

Shelter 
belts, 

Production 
Forestry 

 

All other 
buildings 

Front yard 25m 10m 10m 50m n/a 

The 
expected 
mature 

height of 
the 

specific 
tree 

species 

25m 

All other yards 30m 5m 30m 50m 30m 10m 30m 
From any sensitive 
activity not 
located on the 
same site 

n/a n/a 100m 150m 100m 30m 50m 

From any site 
zoned Residential, 
Village or Rural 
Lifestyle 

n/a n/a 100m 300m 100m 30m 50m 

From any 
freshwater bore, 
aquifer or surface 
water body  

10m 10m 10m 20m 10m 10m 10m 

From any animal 
effluent storage 
ponds and silage 
stacks/pits not on 
the same site 

150m n/a n/a n/a n/a 20m 20m 

From any legally 
established 
intensive farming 
activities not on 
the same site 

150m n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

From any milking 
sheds and pens 
housing animals 
not on the same 
site 

100m n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

From any shelter 
belts and 
production 
forestry 

30m n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

1Additional setback requirements may apply for sites that are adjacent to a State Highway or 
the rail network. Refer to Chapter 3 – District-wide Rules for more detail. 
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ii. Buildings and activities in the Rural Lifestyle Zone must be located no 
closer than the yard setback or separation distances specified below: 

 

 Building or Activity 

Yard setback 
or 

separation 
distance1 

Sensitive 
Activities 

Farm 
Buildings, 
Accessory 
Buildings 

Miking 
Sheds,Pens 

Housing 
Animals 

Intensive 
Farming, 
Animal 
Effluent 
Storage 
Ponds, 
Silage 

stacks/pits 

Stock 
Underpass 

Shelter 
belts, 

Production 
Forestry 

All other 
buildings 

Front yard 15m 10m 10m 50m n/a 

The 
expected 
mature 

height of 
the 

specific 
tree 

species 

15m 

All other yards 10m 5m 30m 50m 30m 10m 10m 
From any sensitive 
activity not located 
on the same site 

n/a n/a 100m 300m 100m 30m 50m 

From any site 
zoned Village or 
Rural 

n/a n/a 100m 300m 100m 30m 50m 

From any 
freshwater bore, 
aquifer or surface 
water body  

10m 10m 10m 20m 10m 10m 10m 

From any animal 
effluent storage 
ponds and silage 
stacks/pits not on 
the same site 

150m n/a n/a n/a n/a 20m 20m 

From any legally 
established 
intensive farming 
activities not on 
the same site 

150m n/a n/a n/a n/a 
n/a 

 
n/a 

From any milking 
sheds and pens 
housing animals 
not on the same 
site 

100m n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

From any shelter 
belts and 
production 
forestry 

30m n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

1Additional setback requirements may apply for sites that are adjacent to a State Highway or 
the rail network. Refer to Chapter 3- District-wide Rules for more detail. 
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c. Separation of dwellings along roads between Dwellings in the Rural Zone 

i)  No dwelling shall result in, or add to, a situation of more than two existing 
or potential houses within the area defined by any 400 metre section of 
road and a line 100 metres from and parallel to that section of road. (Refer 
to Diagram H below). 

ii)  Dwellings further than 100m from any road, or on the opposite side of the 
road concerned, shall not be counted for the purposes of this rule. 

iii)  Potential dwellings shall be assigned to any allotment which does not 
currently have a dwelling upon it, and to allotments on proposed or 
approved subdivision plans. 

iv)  Properties which have frontage to more than one road shall comply with 
this rule in respect of all of the roads concerned. 

v)  This rule shall not apply to dwellings located within nodal areas. As 
illustrated in the diagram below, the following separation distances apply 
to dwellings in the Rural Zone: 

i. For any 400m section of public road (as measured following the legal 
boundary), no more than two dwellings may be located within 100m of 
the road boundary (see Figure 1 below). 

ii. When determining the 100m distance from the road boundary, the 
measurement must be taken perpendicular to the legal road boundary. 

NB On a curved road, this may result in the separation being greater 
or less than 400m at the point 100m from the legal road 
boundary. 

iii. This rule applies to each side of the legal road independently. 

iv. Any sites that have frontage to more than one legal road must comply 
with this rule in respect of each legal road. 

 
Figure 1 Separation between dwellings in the Rural Zone 

D)  Separation of Dwelling units in the Pohangina Valley 
i)  No dwelling unit within the Pohangina Valley, as shown on the 

Planning Maps, shall be sited within 250 metres of any existing or 
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potential dwelling unit on another site. 
 
ii)  For the purposes of this rule potential dwellings shall be assigned to 

any allotment which does not currently have a dwelling upon it, and 
to allotments on approved plans of subdivision. For the purposes of 
measuring the distance between such potential dwellings and 
proposed dwellings, the potential dwelling site shall be any part of the 
allotment concerned which complies with this Plan’s performance 
standards for dwellings, and which has been demonstrated to be free 
of natural hazards. 

iii)  This rule shall not apply to proposed dwelling sites within the 
Pohangina nodal area (ie within 1km of the Pohangina hall), or to 
dwellings on allotments on plans of subdivision approved prior to 21 
July 2001. 

 

E) Separation From Pig Farming Operations 
No dwelling shall be sited within 500 metres of any building housing pigs 
which is part of a Pig Farming operation which houses more than 500 
growing pigs on site, or more than 50 sows plus progeny. 

(NB: Pig Farming operations which met these criteria as of 1 July 2000 are 
listed in Appendix 3D, Page 213). 

 

F)  Shelter Belts and Tree Planting 
 i) Without the written consent of the adjoining landowner concerned, no 
shelter belt, woodlot or tree plantation shall be permitted to grow to over 
4 metres in height: 

a) Within 5m of any northerly boundary of the site, or within 10m of 
any other boundary of the site except a road boundary, or 
b) Within 30m of any rural dwelling on another property, or 
c) Within 30m of any property zoned Residential or Village, 

ii) No shelter belt, woodlot or tree plantation shall cause shading of any 
part of any dwelling on another property: 

a) At 10am on any day between October 26 and March 22 
b) At noon on any day between August 27 and April 17 
c) At 2pm on any day between September 10 and March 29. 
(The above times are NZ Standard Times not NZ Daylight Saving 
Times) 
iii)  Rules i) b) and ii) above shall not apply to dwellings which were 
built after the shelter belt, woodlot or tree plantation concerned was 
planted.  
iv)  Without the consent of the roading authority, no vegetation which 
might obstruct vehicle sight lines shall be permitted to grow within 30 
metres of the centre of any intersection.  
v)  No plantation forest shall be permitted to grow within 50 metres 
of the edge of any wetland listed in Appendix 1A, if that wetland is in 
the coastal area shown on the Planning Maps.  
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G)  Fencing of Properties 
i)  Where any activity involves keeping male entire adult cattle or 

male entire horses in a paddock or enclosure which adjoins 
another property, those boundaries shall have a live electric wire in 
addition to, or attached to, the boundary fence, eg on outriggers. 
For the purposes of this rule “adult cattle” are defined as those 
which are at least one year old. 

ii)  This rule shall not apply to road boundaries or to situations where 
the adjoining landowner concerned has given their written consent 
to a different standard of fence (or to no fence) being provided. 

iii)  Where any activity involves keeping more than ten goats, or any 
goats used for breeding, on any site within 5 kilometres of the 
Ruahine Forest Park, all those goats shall be formally identified in 
accordance with the Animal Identification Act 1993 and shall be 
contained within an area fenced in accordance with the Second 
Schedule to the Fencing Act 1978. 

 
H) Roading Impacts 

i)  Suitable areas shall be provided on the site for stockpiling, logging 
and loading operations associated with forest harvesting. No such 
operations shall be undertaken on the road reserve without the 
consent of the roading authority. 

ii)  No activity shall result in the generation of heavy traffic 
movements which involve: 
a)  The weight of the loads concerned exceeding any weight 

restrictions on the bridges or culverts which are to be used. 
b)  The length of the loads concerned requiring the vehicle to 

utilise the road shoulder, water table or road verge when 
negotiating bends. 

c)  The timing of the vehicle movements in relation to prevailing 
ground conditions resulting in damage to the structural 
integrity of the road carriageway, or 

d)  The frequency of loads and spacing between them resulting 
in damage to the structural integrity of the road carriageway. 

NB -The onus will be on the landowner and operator of the activity to 
consult with the roading authority at an early stage to determine 
whether their proposals are compatible with the roading network in 
terms of the above. Council is not obliged to upgrade any road and may 
seek contributions from the landowner in such cases (Refer Part 7.4, 
Page 68). 

 
I) Effluent Disposal and Effluent Ponds  

i)  Adequate provision shall be made for disposal of any solid or liquid 
effluent (including effluent ponds if necessary), and for the 
hygienic storage of waste matter.  

ii)   All effluent ponds shall have an adequate stock-proof fence, with a 
secure gate.  

iii)   All effluent ponds shall meet the following minimum separation 
distances:  
a)   From any property zoned Residential or Village 300m  
b)   From any road boundary 55m  
c)   From any other boundary 80m  
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J)   Sales Area  

No retail sales area is to be located closer than 50m to the road from 
which access is gained.  

 

d. Number of dwellings 

i. The maximum number of dwellings on a site in the Rural Zone is the 
number of dwellings that meet the controlled activity minimum lot 
area requirements for the Rural Zone as specified in 8.4.1. 
 

ii. One dwelling per site in the Rural Lifestyle Zone. 
 

e. Family Flat 

i. Maximum gross floor area: must not exceed 70m2 (excluding attached 
garaging/carport up to 18m2 and any sized decks and/or verandahs). 

ii. Separation distance: The entire family flat must be located within 30m 
of the main dwelling on the same site. 

iii. Access: The family flat must share the same site access as the main 
dwelling on the same site. 

iv. There must be no more than one family flat per site. 
v. The family flat must not be located within the Outstanding Natural 

Features and Landscapes Overlay. 
 
Note: Any proposal that fails to meet any of the criteria in 13.4.3.g i-iv 
above will be considered as a dwelling. 
 

f. Sleepouts 

i. The maximum gross floor area must not exceed 50m2. 
ii. The entire sleepout must be located within 30m of a dwelling on the 

same site. 
iii. There must be no more than one sleepout per site. 
iv. The sleepout must not be located within the Outstanding Natural 

Features and Landscapes Overlay. 
 

g. Buildings within the National Grid Yard 

Buildings must not be located within the National Grid Yard unless they comply 
with the following:  

i. Alterations to any existing building, used for a sensitive activity, must 
not increase the height or footprint of the building; or 

ii. A minimum vertical clearance of 10m to the lowest point of a 
conductor associated with National Grid lines. 

 
Guidance Note:  The New Zealand Electrical Code of Practice for Electrical 
Safe Distances (NZECP34:2001) contains restrictions on the location of 
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structures and activities in relation to transmission lines. Compliance with the 
permitted activity standards of the Plan does not ensure compliance with the 
NZECP34:2001.  

h. Buildings and structures within the Outstanding Natural Features and 
Landscapes Overlay 

i. Buildings and structures must be no more than 20m2, or 

ii. In association with Camp Rangi Woods in the Totara Reserve 
Outstanding Natural Feature, buildings and structures must be no 
greater than 150m2. 

 

i. Home Occupation 

On-site vehicle manoeuvring and parking facilities must be in place to ensure 
vehicles can park within the site and exit the site onto the public road network 
in a forwards direction. 

 

j. Rural Primary Production Activities 

Rural Primary Production Activities are not permitted in the Outstanding 
Natural Features and Landscapes Overlay, except in the Rangitikei River 
Outstanding Natural Landscape. 

 

k. Aggregate extraction 

i. The volume of aggregate extracted must not exceed 50m3 on any site in 
any 12-month period. 

ii. The aggregate extraction is not undertaken within the Outstanding 
Natural Features and Landscapes Overlay. 

 

l. Visual amenities Derelict vehicles 

The storage of derelict vehicles must be undertaken to ensure no No activity 
shall involve keeping  more than one derelict vehicle within view of 
neighbouring properties can be seen from a property in separate ownership  or 
a public place. 
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m. Farm Loading Ramps 

Farm loading ramps and associated stock holding yards must be designed and 
constructed to ensure that any vehicles using the ramp conduct all 
manoeuvring and parking while loading or unloading within the site on which 
the farm loading ramp is located. 

 

n. Frost control fans 

In the Rural Zone, single or multiple frost control fans must be constructed and 
operated in accordance with the following conditions:   

i. The resultant level of noise predicted or measured at any point within 
the notional boundary of any dwelling on a separate lot under different 
ownership when the frost control fan or fans are assessed either on their 
own or in combination with the cumulative sound from all frost control 
fans operating simultaneously within 1km of the dwelling, must not 
exceed 55dB LAeq (10min).  

Sound levels will be measured in accordance with the provisions of NZS 
6801:2008 Acoustics – Measurement of Environmental Sound, and 
assessed in accordance with the provisions of NZS 6802:2008 Acoustics – 
Environmental Noise, except that, for the purpose of determining the 
activity status, no adjustment for special audible characteristics must be 
applied to measured or calculated noise levels.  

The assessment must be taken at any point within the notional boundary 
of any dwelling on a separate title, located within 1km of the site where a 
fan is installed, or at any point within the boundary of a site zoned 
Residential or Village. 

ii. Frost control fans must be located no closer than 300 metres to a 
dwelling on a separate lot under different ownership or within 300 
metres of a site zoned Residential or Village.  

This setback requirement does not negate the requirement to comply 
with the noise limits in 13.4.3.h.i. above. 

iii. Frost control fans on any site will only be operated for protection of 
crops on that site from frost from bud burst to harvest.  

iv. Frost control fans must only be operated in wind speeds not exceeding 8 
km/hr and when the local air temperature is less than or equal to 2ºC. 
The thermometer used to measure the air temperature must be located 
at a height above ground relevant to the height of the buds above 
ground on the plants being protected.  
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v. Operation for maintenance purposes must be restricted to between the 
hours of 7.30am and 6.00pm weekdays. Test operation outside of these 
hours may take place only for urgent unforeseen maintenance purposes.  

vi. A written log shall be maintained, clearly recording the start time, date 
and length of time each frost control fan is used. The log must include 
the air temperature at which each frost control fan started operation, 
and include running for maintenance purposes. A copy of the log must be 
made available to the Council upon request.  

vii. For the purpose of this rule, “dwelling” includes: 

a) A site on which a dwelling can be constructed as a permitted 
activity; 

b) A dwelling for which a building consent has been obtained and 
has not lapsed and/or resource consent has been granted and 
which has not lapsed.  

 
viii. For the purpose of this rule:  

a) “Frost control fan” includes a frost control fan for which a 
building consent has been obtained and has not lapsed and/or a 
resource consent that has been granted and has not lapsed.  

b) Compliance with these rules must be demonstrated at the time 
of application for building consent through the production of a 
report from an appropriately qualified and experienced acoustic 
engineer.  
 

o. Audible bird scaring devices 

In the Rural Zone, audible bird-scaring devices (including the use of firearms for 
bird scaring) must be operated in accordance with the following conditions:  

i. Devices must not operate between sunset and sunrise  

ii. Devices must not be used within 200m of the boundary of a site zoned 
Residential or Village.  

iii. Impulsive noise from bird-scaring devices must not exceed 65dB A-
weighted sound exposure level when assessed at any point within the 
notional boundary of any dwelling on any other site.  

iv. There shall be no more than 4 noise events per hour or 12 individual 
shots per hour may occur within 500 metres of a dwelling. 

v. For the purpose of this rule, a ‘noise event’ includes clusters of up to 
three shots from a gas operated device, or three shots from a firearm 
within a 1 minute period. 
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p. Noise Received in Residential Zones or Village Zones 

All activities shall be so conducted as to ensure that noise from sites in the 
Rural zone shall not exceed the following noise limits, at any point within the 
boundary of any site zoned Residential or Village. 

7.00am to 10.00pm    55 dBA L10 

10.00pm to 7.00am the following day 45 dBA L10 and 65 dBA Lmax 

 

q. Noise Received at Rural Dwellings 

All activities shall be conducted so as to ensure that noise from the site shall 
not exceed the following noise limits, at any point within the notional boundary 
of any rural dwelling not on the subject site: 

6.00am to 10.00pm    55 dBA L10 

10.00pm to 6.00am the following day 45 dBA L10 and 65 dBA Lmax 

Note: the notional boundary is defined in NZS 6802: 1991 Assessment of 
Environmental Sound as a line 20 metres from the facade of any rural dwelling, 
or the legal boundary where this is closer to the dwelling. 

r. Exemptions and Measurement of Noise 

The foregoing noise limits shall not apply to activities of a limited duration 
required by normal agricultural practice, such as harvesting.  Such activities 
shall be no louder than necessary, and shall comply with the requirements of 
Section 16 of the Act. 

Sound levels shall be measured in accordance with New Zealand Standard NZS 
6801: 1991 Measurement of Sound and assessed in accordance with NZS 6802: 
1991 Assessment of Environmental Sound.   

NB The foregoing noise limits shall not apply to aircraft noise associated with 
operational activities at airports, including taxiiing and runups.  

s. Air Noise Control 

i. In the Outer Control Area identified in Appendix 3A (Page 203), all 
buildings must be constructed in compliance with: 

a. Appendix 3A - Schedule P in respect of all direct sound 
transmission paths from the outside of the building to the inside 
of any classroom, lecture room, or any other such room used for 
communal activities. 

b. Appendix 3A - Schedule Q in respect of all direct sound 
transmission paths from the outside of the building to the inside 
of any bedroom.  
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ii. In the Inner Control Area identified in Appendix 3A, all buildings must 
be constructed in compliance with: 

a. Appendix 3A - Schedule P in respect of all direct sound 
transmission paths from the outside of the building to the inside 
of any habitable room (other than a bedroom) 

b. Appendix 3A - Schedule Q in respect of all direct sound 
transmission paths from the outside of the building to the inside 
of any classroom or lecture room, and any other such room used 
for communal activities. 

c. Appendix 3A - Schedule R in respect of all direct sound 
transmission paths from the outside of the building to the inside 
of any bedroom. 

iii. Where a proposed building is not to be insulated as prescribed by the 
relevant applicable Schedule for the Control Area in which it is located, 
it shall be permitted if it: 

a. Is to be insulated to the standard required by the relevant 
applicable schedule including a 5dBA safety margin, (Refer 
Definitions of Schedules P, Q and R) and  

b. Is certified by an acoustical consultant as meeting that standard, 
including the 5dB safety margin. 

 

t. Parking - Refer Rule A2 2.4   

u. Visibility at Railway Crossings  

At all road/rail level crossings the areas shown in Appendix 2F shall be kept 
clear of buildings and of other obstructions which might block sight lines. 

v. Access to Roads 

i. Vehicle crossings constructed to the arterial routes defined in Appendix 
2B shall meet the following standards: 

a. Such vehicle crossings shall only be constructed if there is no 
alternative legal access to another road. 

b. The minimum sight distance to and from the vehicle crossing shall 
comply with the criteria in Appendix 2C.  

c. The location of the crossing shall comply with Appendix 2C. 
d. Use of the crossing shall not exceed 100 car equivalent vehicle 

movements per day.   
e. If use of the vehicle crossing exceeds 30 car equivalent vehicle 

movements per day, the vehicle crossing shall be formed to the 
standards shown in Appendix 2E. 

f. Car equivalent vehicle movements shall be calculated using 
Appendix 2C.  
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ii. Vehicle crossings constructed to roads which intersect with the arterial 
routes defined in Appendix 2B shall be sited in accordance with 
Appendix 2C.  

iii. No dwelling or accessory building shall have access via an unformed 
road. 

NB- Constructing vehicle crossings may also require the approval of the road 
controlling authority. 

 
R)  Farm Loading Ramps 
 i)  Farm loading ramps shall be designed so that vehicles using the 

ramp do not have to reverse onto or off an arterial route, or park 
on any part of the carriageway of any arterial route while loading 
or unloading. 

ii)  The minimum sight distance from any farm loading ramp which is 
designed so that vehicles using it have to park on any part of a non- 
arterial route, shall be 110m. If this sight distance is not available, 
the landowner shall provide advance warning to approaching 
traffic that the loading or unloading is taking place. 

 

w. Glare 

i. Exterior lighting shall be directed away from public places and adjoining 
premises and shall avoid any spill of light which might distract 
motorists. 

ii. Metal cladding or fences shall not be left in such a condition that the 
reflection of sunlight would cause traffic danger.  

 
T)  Visual Amenities 
No activity shall involve keeping more than one derelict vehicle within view of 
neighbouring properties or a public place. 
 
U)  Family Flats 

 i)  Maximum Gross Floor Area: 70m2 or less (excluding attached 
garaging/carport up to 18m2 and any sized decks and verandahs). 

 ii)  Separation Distance: Shall be located within 30 metres of the main 
dwelling on the same site. 

 iii)  Access: Shall share the same access as the main dwelling on the 
same site. 
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x. Signs Affecting Safety 

i. Signs shall not detrimentally affect traffic safety or traffic control by 
creating a visual obstruction or by causing confusion to motorists. 

iii. Signs shall not reduce or obstruct the conspicuity of official signs or 
traffic signals. 

iv. Signs shall not be structurally unsound or unsafe. 

v. Any illuminated signs shall not be flashing, animated or trivision. 

vi. Signs shall not involve revolving lights, lasers or aerial signs. 

y. Signs on Roads 

On legal roads in the Rural Zone or Flood Channel zones, the only signs 
permitted are: 

i. Official signs.  

ii. Not more than one “welcome to” sign erected at each entrance to a 
township. 

iii. Official Information boards  

NB- Signs on roads need approval from the road controlling authority. 

z. On private property in the Rural Zone or Flood Channel zones, the only signs 
permitted are: 

i. A sign not exceeding 1m2 in area for any public purpose or in 
connection with and on the same site as any of the following activities: 

a) Reserves. 
b) Places of assembly. 
c) Museums and educational institutions. 
d) Hospitals and homes for the aged. 
e) Travellers accommodation. 
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ii. Temporary signs permitted by Rule A2 2.2. 

iii. Traffic signs, or signs denoting the name of the road, number of the 
premises or the location of, timetable, or other details of any utility or 
public facility. 

iv. A sign not exceeding 0.5m2 in area bearing only the name of the 
premises, the professions of occupiers, and the name, occupation and 
hours of attendance of people using the premises. If more than one 
sign is displayed on one site the total area of signs shall not exceed 
1.5m2. 

v. A sign not exceeding 1m2 for any permitted use which requires the 
erection of such a sign, or for the sale of produce grown on the 
premises. 

NB: Signs which do not comply with A) or B) 13.4.3.x or 13.4.3.y above shall be non-
complying activities.  Signs which do not comply with C)13.4.3.z above and which are 
not a discretionary activity under Rule 13.4.5 B3 3.5.1, Rule B3 3.5.2 or Rule B7 7.5.1 
shall also be a non-complying activity. 

 

13.4.4 3.4 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities in the Rural and Rural 
Lifestyle Zones: 

i)   Any permitted activity or controlled activity specified above which does not 
comply with any of the relevant standards in Rules B3 3.3.1 or 3.3.2. 

a. ii) Clearance, modification or harvesting of indigenous vegetation if it qualifies 
as a restricted discretionary activity under Appendix1JMWRC 

NB: This rule shall not apply to the heritage places listed in Appendices 1A or 1B of 
the Plan. Rules on the modification of these places are instead contained in Rule 
A2 2.3). 

3.4.2 Criteria for Assessment 
A)  Applications for the restricted discretionary activityies identified in 13.4.4.ii 
above, shall be assessed against the matters set out in Rule A1 1.3.3.  

b. Any activity, specified in Rule 13.4.1 above, that does not comply with one of 
the standards in Rules 13.4.3 a-z. 

When considering this activity, the Council has restricted its discretion to 
considering the following matters: 

o The functional need for the activity to locate in the Rural Zone 

o The bulk, scale and location of any building or structure 
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o The design and materials of any building or structure 

o The hours of operation of the activity 

o Any adverse effects on the character and amenity values of the Rural Zone 

o Any traffic generation resulting from the activity  

o The provision for onsite parking and manoeuvring 

o Non-compliance with the permitted activity standards 

o Any adverse effects on the efficient and effective functioning of rural 
primary production activities in the Rural Zone 

o Any adverse effects on the characteristics and values of Outstanding 
Natural Features and Landscapes identified in Appendix 5a 

o Any adverse effects on the natural character of the Active Dune Zone 

 

c. Tourist facilities that are secondary and incidental to any rural primary 
production activity located on the same site. 

d. Visitor accommodation that is secondary and incidental to any rural primary 
production activity located on the same site excluding visitor accommodation 
provided  for as a home occupation. 

e. Restaurants, café’s and other eating places that are secondary and incidental 
to any rural primary production activity located on the same site. 

When considering these activities, the Council has restricted its discretion to 
considering the following matters: 

o Any positive effects of the activity through the promotion of rural primary 
production activities in the Manawatū District 

o The bulk, scale and location of any buildings or structures 

o The design and materials of any buildings or structures 

o The hours of operation of the activity 

o Any adverse effects on the character and amenity values of the Rural Zone 

o Any traffic generation resulting from the activity  

o The provision for onsite parking and manoeuvring 
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o Non-compliance with the permitted activity standards 

o Any adverse effects from the activity on the efficient and effective 
functioning of rural primary production activities in the Rural Zone 

o Any adverse effects on the characteristics and values of Outstanding 
Natural Features and Landscapes identified in Appendix 5a 

o Any adverse effects on the natural character of the Active Dune Zone 

 

f. Production Forestry located within any area identified in the Outstanding 
Natural Features and Landscapes Overlay or the Significant Amenity Overlay 

When considering this activity, the Council has restricted its discretion to 
considering the following matters: 

o Any adverse effects on the characteristics and values that cause the 
feature or landscape to be outstanding or to have significant amenity 
values. 

 

13.4.5 Discretionary Activities 
The following activities shall be are discretionary activities in the Rural Zone and Rural 
Lifestyle Zones except in Nodal Areas: 

a.  Aircraft landing areas, aerodromes and associated facilities. 
ii)  Dwelling units and residential accommodation not otherwise permitted by 

Rules B3 3.1.1 and 3.2.1, except if sited in the Air Noise Area. (Refer Appendix 
3A, Page 203). 

iii)  Golf courses, showgrounds, racecourses, gun clubs, motorsport activities and 
recreation areas not otherwise specified as a permitted activity. 

iv)  Hospitals and homes for the aged, except if sited in the Air Noise Area. 
MWRC

 

v)  Hotels and taverns, except if sited in the Air Noise Area. 
MWRC 

vi)  Intensive farming. 
vii)  Kennels. 
viii)  Lodges, hunting, tour party and recreational bases except if sited in the Air 

 Noise Area. 
MWRC 

ix)  Marae, except if sited in the Air Noise Area. 
MWRC 

x)  Pig farming not otherwise specified as a permitted or controlled activity.
 MWRC

 
xi)  Places of assembly and libraries, except if sited in the Air Noise Area. 
xii)  Mineral exploration, prospecting or extraction activities, not otherwise 

permitted by Rule B3 3.1.1.
 MWRC 

xiii)  Restaurants, reception rooms and tourist facilities, except if sited in the Air 
Noise Area. 
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xiv)  Retail sales from craft and workshop studios, from home occupations, and of 
farm produce, on sites with frontage to the arterial routes defined by Appendix 
2B (Pages 192 and 193), except if sited in the Air Noise Area. 

xv)  Rural industries, farm contractors depots, and rural transport operators. 
xvi)  Saleyards. 
b. Signs on private property which provide advance warning to motorists of retail 

sales outlets, restaurants or tourist facilities in the Rural zone, provided that: 
a)  The signs are located no further than 1km from the business concerned if 

both are located on the same road. 
 b) The signs are located no further than 5km from the business concerned if 

the business is down a side road. 
xviii)  Travellers’ accommodation, except if sited in the Air Noise Area. 
xix)  Landfills. 
c.  Alterations and additions to any of the following buildings or activities on sites 

within the Air Noise Area (Refer: Appendix 3A, Page 203), provided that the 
building or activity was lawfully established prior to 1 August 1998: 
a)  Dwellings and residential accommodation, including relocated dwellings. 
b)  Family Flats. 
c)  Education Facilities and Day Care Centres. 
d)  Travellers' Accommodation. 
e)  Marae. 
f)  Hotels and Taverns. 
g)  Hospitals and Homes for the Aged. 
h)  Places of Assembly and Libraries. 
i)  Lodges, hunting, tour party and recreational bases. 
j)  Restaurants, Reception Rooms and Tourist Facilities. 
k)  Any other existing buildings used for regular accommodation and 
  Communal Activities. 

xxi)  Coastal protection /river control structures located within 50m of Mean High 

Water Springs. 
MWRC 

 

d. Any building not used for residential, rural primary production activities or for 
primary production support that has a building footprint greater than 25m2. 

e. Boarding Kennels and Catteries 

f. Kennels 

g. Exploration 

h. Mining 

i. Intensive Farming 

j. Landfill 

k. Refuse and recycling centres 

l. Rural and Animal Services  
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m. Any sensitive activity located within 1.5km of any wind turbine capable of 
generating more than 20kW of electricity 

n. Any activity in the Rural Zone that does not meet the standards for a permitted 
activity under 13.4.3 or is not specifically provided for as a controlled, restricted 
discretionary, non-complying activity or prohibited activity.  

 
3.5.2  Nodal Areas 

The following shall be discretionary activities in the nodal areas of the Rural zone: 
i)  Dwelling units and residential accommodation not otherwise permitted by Rules 

B3 3.1.1 and 3.2.1. 
ii) Golf courses, showgrounds, racecourses and recreation areas not otherwise 

specified as a permitted activity. 

iii)  Hospitals and homes for the aged. 
MWRC 

iv)  Hotels and taverns 
MWRC

 

v)  Lodges, hunting, tour party and recreational bases. 
MWRC 

vi)  Marae. 
MWRC 

vii)  Places of assembly and libraries. 
viii)  Restaurants, reception rooms and tourist facilities. 
ix)  Retail sales from craft and workshop studios, from home occupations, and of 

farm produce, on sites with frontage to the arterial routes defined by Appendix 
2B (Pages 192 and 193). 

x)  Farm contractor’s depots, and rural transport operators. 
xi)  Saleyards. 
xii)  Signs on private property which provide advance warning to motorists of retail 

sales outlets, restaurants or tourist facilities in the Rural zone, provided that: 
a)  The signs are located no further than 1km from the business concerned if 

both are located on the same road. 
b)  The signs are located no further than 5km from the business concerned if 

the business is down a side road. 
xiii) Travellers’ accommodation 

 
3.5.3  Criteria For Assessment 

The matters set out in Rule A1 1.3.4 (Page 94) will be taken into account in assessing 
discretionary activities. 

13.5 Non-complying Activities 
The following activities are non-complying activities in the Rural and Rural Lifestyle 
Zones: 

a. Any of the following buildings within the National Grid Yard: 

i. Any new building used for a sensitive activity 
ii. Any change of use of an existing building resulting in that building being 

used for a sensitive activity 
iii. Milking sheds 
iv. Pens housing animals 
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v. Buildings used for intensive farming 
vi. Any building not permitted by 13.4.3.n above. 

b. Any activity within the Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes Overlay 
that does not meet the standards for a permitted activity under 13.4.3 and is not 
specifically provided for as a discretionary activity. 

 

13.6 3.6 Prohibited Activities 
The following shall be prohibited activities in the Rural zones, if sited in the Air Noise 
Area (Refer Appendix 3A): 

a. Veterinary Clinics and Veterinary Hospitals. 

b. Dwelling units and residential accommodation, including relocated 
dwellings.  

c. Family Flats or Guest Houses. 

d. Craft Workshops and Studios.  

e. Home Occupations. 

f. Retail sales from craft and workshop studios, from home occupations, 
and of farm produce.  

g. Education Facilities and Day Care centres.  

h. Cemeteries and crematoria. 

i. Parks, reserves, open space and scenic reserves.  

j. Hospitals and homes for the aged. 

k. Hotels and taverns. 

l. Lodges, hunting, tour party and recreational bases. 

m. Marae. 

n. Places of assembly and libraries. 

o. Restaurants, reception rooms and tourist facilities. 

p. Travellers’ accommodation. 

q. Communal activities. 

r. Motor Caravan Rallies.  

s. Motor Caravan Sites.  

These activities have been expressly prohibited and no resource consent shall 
be granted.   


