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SUBMISSION BY TRANSPOWER NEW ZEALAND LIMITED 

ON MANAWATU DISTRICT PLAN PROPOSED PLAN CHANGE 55 
PURSUANT TO CLAUSE 6 OF THE FIRST SCHEDULE OF THE  

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACT 1991 

TRANSPOWER SUBMISSION 
1. Transpower opposes in part the Manawatu District Plan Change 55 and seeks 

amendments as detailed in this submission. 

2. The reasons for the submission by Transpower are set out below. 

3. Transpower wishes to be heard in support of this submission and would not consider 
presenting a joint case at the hearing. 

4. Transpower could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission. 

SUMMARY OF SUBMISSION  
The following is the submission from Transpower New Zealand Limited (‘Transpower’) on 
Manawatu District Council’s proposed Plan Change 55 to the Manawatu District Plan (MDP). 
Where necessary, the submission specifies which plan change and clause the comment(s) relate 
to.  

Transpower has reviewed the notified plan change and has comments that are detailed in 
Attachment A. Transpower is generally supportive of the approach taken in Plan Change 55 in 
respect of National Grid assets including: 

 The inclusion of explanatory text and objectives and policies specifically referencing the 
National Grid; 

 The inclusion of definitions for National Grid Yard and National Grid Corridor; 

 The inclusion of an objective, policies and rules to manage earthworks within the National 
Grid Yard 

Transpower was offered the opportunity to comment on Plan Change 55 during its drafting stage, 
and provided feedback to Council. Transpower is pleased to see that some of Transpower’s 
feedback has been incorporated in to the notified Plan Change, albeit Transpower has sought that 
further amendments are made to give proper effect to the National Policy Statement on Electricity 
Transmission (NPSET). This is particularly in relation to Policies 3 and 7 which are concerned with 
ensuring that decision makers properly take in to account the particularly unique locational and 
technical requirements of National Grid assets.  

The following paragraphs detail the background context within which Transpower’s submission is 
set. 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Transpower New Zealand Limited (“Transpower”) is the State Owned Enterprise that plans, builds, 
maintains and operates New Zealand’s high voltage transmission network (the National Grid) 
which links generators to distribution companies and major industrial users. The Grid, which 
extends from Kaikohe in the North Island down to Tiwai in the South Island, transports electricity 
throughout New Zealand. 

The National Grid comprises some 12,000 km of transmission lines and 167 substations. This is 
supported by a telecommunications network of some 300 telecommunication sites that link 
together the components that make up the National Grid. 

Transpower’s role and function is constrained by the State Owned Enterprises Act 1986, the 
company’s Statement of Corporate Intent, and the regulatory framework within which it operates. 
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Transpower as a State Owned Enterprise has a very limited statutory role in relation to generation, 
and no responsibility for local distribution of electricity.  

Transpower’s Statement of Corporate Intent for July 2015 to July 2018, states that: 

“Transpower is central to the New Zealand electricity industry, connecting New 
Zealanders to their power system through safe, smart solutions for today and 
tomorrow. Our principal commercial activities are: 

 
 As grid owner, to reliably and efficiently transport electricity from generators to 

distributors and large users; and 
 As system operator, to operate a competitive electricity market and deliver a secure 

power system.” 
 
One of Transpower’s key objectives therefore is to maintain and develop the National Grid.  

Manawatu District’s Assets  
Transpower’s assets within or traversing the Manawatu District comprise: 

 Bunnythorpe-Haywards A on single circuit steel tower (220kV) 
 Bunnythorpe-Haywards B on single circuit steel tower (220kV) 
 Bunnythorpe-Ongarue A on single circuit steel tower (110kV) 
 Bunnythorpe-Mangahao B on single circuit pole (110kV) 
 Bunnythorpe-Woodville B on single circuit steel tower (110kV) 
 Bunnythorpe-Wanganui B on single circuit steel tower (110kV) 
 Bunnythorpe-Whakamaru A on single circuit steel tower (220kV) 
 Bunnythorpe-Whakamaru B on single circuit steel tower (220kV) 
 Bunnythorpe-Wairakei A on single circuit steel tower (220kV) 
 Brunswick-Bunnythorpe A on single circuit steel tower (220kV) 

Statutory Framework  
The National Policy Statement on Electricity Transmission was gazetted on 13 March 2008. The 
NPSET confirms the national significance of the National Grid, and establishes national policy 
direction to recognise the benefits of transmission, the effects of the National Grid and the need to 
appropriately manage activities and development close to it. The objective of the NPSET is as 
follows: 

To recognise the national significance of the electricity transmission network by facilitating 
the operation, maintenance and upgrade of the existing transmission network and the 
establishment of new transmission resources to meet the needs of present and future 
generations, while: 

a. Managing the adverse environmental effects of the network; and 

b. Managing the adverse effects of other activities on the network. 

The NPSET policies provide for the recognition of the benefits of transmission, as well as the 
environmental effects of transmission, and the management of adverse effects on the transmission 
network. 

Policy 1 of the NPSET provides that decision makers must recognise and provide for the national, 
regional and local benefits of sustainable, secure and efficient electricity transmission. Explicit 
reference is made to the benefits of security of supply, efficient transfer of energy, development 
and use of new electricity generation, and enhanced supply.  

Polices 2 to 9 relate to managing the environmental effects of transmission. Policy 2 is as follows:  
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In achieving the purpose of the Act, decision-makers must recognise and provide for the 
effective operation, maintenance, upgrading and development of the electricity transmission 
network. 

Policies 3 to 5 contain matters that decision-makers must consider or have regard to including 
constraints imposed by technical and operational requirements, the role of the route, site and 
method selection process in avoiding/mitigating/avoiding adverse effects, and operational 
requirements.  Policy 6 promotes the reduction of existing adverse effects where substantial 
upgrades of transmission line infrastructure are undertaken and Policies 7 and 8 relate to urban 
and rural environments. Policy 9 specifically relates to health standards.    

Policies 10 and 11 of the NPSET provide the primary direction on the management of adverse 
effects of third party activity on the transmission network. The policies seek to manage activities to 
ensure the operation, maintenance, upgrading and development of the network is not 
compromised, avoid sensitive activities in close proximity to electricity transmission lines and 
infrastructure, and manage other activities to avoid reverse sensitivity effects on this network.  

Policy 10 is as follows: 

In achieving the purpose of the Act, decision-makers must to the extent reasonably possible 
manage activities to avoid reverse sensitivity effects on the electricity transmission network 
and to ensure that operation, maintenance, upgrading, and development of the electricity 
transmission network is not compromised. 

Policy 11 is as follows: 

Local authorities must consult with the operator of the national grid, to identify an 
appropriate buffer corridor within which it can be expected that sensitive activities will 
generally not be provided for in plans and/or given resource consent. To assist local 
authorities to identify these corridors, they may request the operator of the national grid to 
provide local authorities with its medium to long-term plans for the alteration or upgrading of 
each affected section of the national grid (so as to facilitate the long-term strategic planning 
of the grid). 

Policy 12 requires that territorial authorities must identify the electricity transmission network on 
their relevant planning maps whether or not the network is designated.   

Section 75(3)(a) of the RMA requires that District Plans must ‘give effect’ to a National Policy 
Statement.  Under the NPSET, local authorities are required to give effect to its provisions by 
initiating a plan change or review within four years of its approval. Transpower acknowledges the 
existing District Plan provisions that give effect to Policies 10 and 11. 

Regulation 10 of the Resource Management (Forms, Fees, and Procedure) Regulations 2003, 
section 2(i) further acknowledges the importance of Transpower's National Grid assets, requiring 
Transpower to be served notice of applications or reviews that may affect the National Grid. 

Also of relevance is the National Environmental Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities 
(NESETA) which came into effect on 14 January 2010. The NESETA sets out a national 
framework of permissions and consent requirements for activities on existing high voltage 
transmission lines. Activities include the operation, maintenance and upgrading of existing lines. 

The NESETA: 

• specifies that electricity transmission activities are permitted, subject to terms and 
conditions to ensure that these activities do not have significant adverse effects on 
the environment 

• specifies the resource consent requirements for electricity transmission activities 
that do not meet the terms and conditions for permitted activities. 

The NESETA only applies to existing high voltage electricity transmission lines existing at 14 
January 2010. It does not apply to either the construction of new transmission lines or to 
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substations. The NESETA does not apply to electricity distribution lines – these are the lines 
carrying electricity from regional substations to electricity users – such as the lines owned and 
operated by Powerco. 

Under Section 44A of the RMA, local authorities are required to ensure there are no duplications or 
conflicts between the provisions of the NESETA and a proposed plan. Transpower supports the 
inclusion of reference to the NESETA within the Section 3A.4.1 Permitted Activities.  

OVERVIEW OF THE REASONS FOR THE SUBMISSION 
Transpower opposes the plan changes in part for the reasons set out in part 1 of this submission. 
Full details of the relief sought are set out in the attached table. Transpower’s approach to the relief 
sought is to set out the provisions that it considers appropriate to give proper effect to the NPSET, 
albeit in some cases the relief sought is not presented as a track change to the proposed Plan 
Change text. Transpower notes that the specific changes below should not limit the extent to which 
Transpower seeks to amendments to the relevant plan change generally, as detailed in part 1 of 
this submission. 

The particular parts of the plan changes to which Transpower’s submissions relate, and the relief 
sought, are outlined in the attached table in Attachment A.  Transpower’s submission seeks: 

 

EITHER 

(i) The relief as set out in the specific submissions within the attached table; 

 

OR 

(ii) Such other relief to like effect, or to remedy the concerns outlined in the submission, 
including any relief required to address the concerns recorded under the heading 
“Summary of Submission” above 

 

AND in relation to both (i) and (ii) above 

(iii) Any consequential amendments necessary as a result of the amendments to grant the 
relief sought above. 
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Attachment A 

 
Clause / Section Title Relief Sought Amendment Reason 
Chapter 2: Definitions 

Definitions  Earthworks Amend Means the removal, deposit or relocation of soil that results in alteration 
between the existing and finished ground level.  This includes but is not limited 
to, soil movement associated with subdivision and site works as defined in the 
Building Act 2004. 
 
For the purposes of this Plan, earthworks excludes the following:  
 

• work associated with the upgrade or maintenance of farm tracks unless 
within the National Grid Corridor 

• fences and fence lines, unless within the National Grid Corridor 
• trenching and backfilling ancillary to the installation of network utilities 

and services 
• the minor upgrading or maintenance of network utilities 
• cultivation 
• aggregate extraction, unless within the National Grid Corridor 

 

Transpower is generally supportive of the definition of earthworks but seeks 
three minor amendments to ensure that the National Grid is adequately 
protected from third party activities.  

Infrastructure of Regional 
and National Importance 

Support N/A Transpower supports the proposed definition of infrastructure of regional 
and national importance. 
 

National Grid Amend In relation to network utilities means increasing the carrying capacity 
or efficiency of an existing utility while the effects of that utility 
remain the same or similar in character, intensity and scale.  Minor 
upgrading shall not include an increase in the voltage of an electricity 
line unless the line was originally constructed to operate at the higher 
voltage but has been operating at a reduced voltage.  Examples of 
minor upgrading may include :  
 
a. Adding circuits and conductors to electricity and telecommunication lines.  
b. Reconductoring lines with higher capacity conductors. 
c. Resagging conductors. 
d. Bonding of conductors. 
e. Adding longer or more efficient insulators. 
f. Adding earthwires to electricity lines, which may contain telecommunication 
lines, earthpeaks and lightning rods. 
g. Adding electrical fittings 
h. Replacement of cross arms with cross arms of an alternative design. 
i. Support structure replacement including tower replacement within the 
existing alignment of the National Grid Corridor or pole replacement in 
adjacent locations 
j. Increase in support structure height required to comply with 
NZECP34:2001 by not more than 15% of the base height of the support 
structure, and where the base height is defined as the height of the 
structure at the date of public notification of the Plan. 
 

Transpower is generally supportive of this definition but seeks amendments 
to ensure that the National Grid is appropriately enabled. 

National Grid Corridor Support N/A Transpower supports the proposed definition of National Grid Corridor 
because it provides an appropriate buffer area around National Grid lines 
that have been determined in accordance with technical considerations 
such as conductor swing. 
 

National Grid Yard Amend Transpower seeks that an alternative diagram is included within the definition of 
National Grid Yard, to replace the diagram included within the notified plan 
change.  
 

To properly reflect the range of National Grid assets that are located within 
the Manawatu District and to enable proper interpretation of the District 
Plan. 
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Clause / Section Title Relief Sought Amendment Reason 

 
 

Network Utility Support N/A Transpower supports the proposed definition of Network Utility as it 
includes part (c) “transformation, transmission or distribution of electricity”. 
This captures the activities of the National Grid. 
 

Sensitive Activities Oppose and 
amend 

Amend definition of Noise Sensitive Activity as follows: 
 

“means any of the following:  
(a) Assisted living and retirement village accommodation  
(b) Community facilities  
(c) Dwelling and other residential activities 
(d) Education facilities, including childcare and pre-school facilities  
(e) Family flats  
(f) Sleepouts  
(g) Visitor Accommodation  
(h) Hospitals 

 

Transpower supports the inclusion of a definition for “Sensitive Activities” 
and is not opposed to the principle of cross-referencing this definition to the 
definition of “Noise Sensitive Activities”. However, Transpower opposes the 
definition of Noise Sensitive Activities and requests amendments to ensure 
that the full range of sensitive activities (as defined in the NPSET) are 
suitably distanced from the National Grid’s operation and activities. 

Chapter 3 District Wide Rules 

Section 3.1 Introduction Oppose / amend “This chapter should be read along with the relevant zoning provisions. If the 
zoning rules are more specific than the provisions contained in this chapter, then 
they shall apply.” 
 

Transpower opposes this statement as it is unclear. It is not clear what is 
meant by “more specific”, and “they shall apply”. It is assumed that “they” 
refers to the zoning rules, however it is not explicit.  
 
Transpower’s requests that this statement is replaced with a statement that 
more clearly describes the relationship between the zone rules and the 
District Wide rules.  
 

Section 3A.1 Introduction Support/Amend Add the following text to Clause 3A.1 Introduction: 
 
Network utilities, including infrastructure of regional and national importance, are 
an essential part of the District’s infrastructure.  Communities rely on network 
utilities to function. It is therefore critical the development, operation, upgrading 
and maintenance of these essential services are managed appropriately to 
ensure the social, economic and cultural wellbeing of those in the District and 
beyond. Such infrastructure, services and facilities can also create 
significant direct or indirect adverse environmental effects, some of which 
may be quite specific to the utility. Due to their locational, functional, 
technical and operational constraints, some utilities may generate adverse 
effects that cannot be practically avoided, remedied or mitigated. As such, 
these effects need to be balanced against the essential nature of facilities 
and the benefits these utilities provide to the social, economic, health and 
safety and wellbeing of people and communities in the Manawatu District 
and beyond. 
 

Transpower supports the approach to the introduction in principle but 
requests that additional explanatory text is included to acknowledge that 
network utilities can have adverse effects on the environment, and that it 
may not always be possible to avoid, remedy or mitigate these effects. It 
has been proposed here as a general statement applicable to all types of 
Network Utilities, but is derived from the NPSET and is therefore directly 
relevant to the National Grid, particularly where new National Grid 
infrastructure is proposed. 

Section 3A.2 Resource Management Oppose and Amend Resource Management Issues set out in Clause 3A.2 as follows: With regard to Resource Management (RM) Issue 1, Transpower seeks the 
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Clause / Section Title Relief Sought Amendment Reason 
Issues Amend  

1. To provide for the safe, effective and efficient operation of network utilities, 
including infrastructure of regional and national importance, which support the 
economic and social wellbeing of the district, recognising that this 
infrastructure may create adverse effects on the environment.  
 
2. Recognising that network utilities have technical and operational 
requirements that may dictate their location and design (Retain). 
 
3. The safe, effective and efficient operation, upgrading, and maintenance and 
development of network utilities can be put at risk by inappropriate subdivision, 
use and development. 
 
4. The need to balance the visual amenity effects of network utilities against 
their locational needs. 
 
5. Neutral 
 
6. Neutral 
 
7. Potential effects from electromagnetic and other forms of radiation. 
 

addition of text to recognise that network utilities (including infrastructure of 
regional and national importance) may create adverse effects on the 
environment. This is consistent with NPSET Policy X. 
 
This amendment is important when read alongside the proposed RM Issue 
2, which Transpower supports and seeks that it is retained. 
 
Transpower seeks that RM 3 is amended to include the word 
“development”. In relation to existing National Grid assets, “development” 
applies to situations where Transpower is required to, move an existing line 
to facilitate third party development. An example would be to facilitate a 
NZTA project. 
 
Transpower seeks that RM Issue 4 is deleted. Because RM Issue 1 
adequately identifies adverse effects. 
 
Transpower is neutral with respect to RM Issues 5 and 6. It seeks that RM 
Issue 7 is deleted because RM Issue 1 adequately identifies adverse 
effects. Electromagnetic and other forms of radiation are a perceived health 
effect and the NPSET/NESETA set out appropriate limits based on 
International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection and the 
World Health Organisation monograph. 
 

Section 3A.3  
 

Objectives and Policies Oppose and 
Amend 

Transpower seeks the following amendments to Objective 1 and specific 
policies as listed below. 
 
Replace Objective 1 
 
To recognise and provide for the ongoing operation, maintenance, replacement, 
upgrading and development of regionally significant infrastructure, including the 
National Grid, and other network utilities. 
 
Policies 
 
1.1 To enable the establishment, operation, maintenance, replacement and 

minor upgrading and development of network utilities and infrastructure of 
regional and national significance, including the National Grid. 

 
Add new: 
 
Policy 1.X: Avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse environmental effects 
arising from the construction, maintenance, upgrading and development 
of regionally and nationally significant infrastructure, including the 
National Grid, and other network utilities. 
 
1.3 To require that all new cables and lines, including electricity distribution lines 

(but not the National Grid) are installed underground. (Retain) 
 
1.4 To recognise the locational, technical and operational requirements and 

constraints of network utilities and the contribution they make to the 
functioning and wellbeing of the community and beyond when assessing 
their location, design and appearance. 

 
 

1.5 To ensure network utilities are constructed and located in a manner 
sensitive to the amenity and landscape values where they are located. 

 

The intent of the additions and amendments above effectively seek to better 
align and ‘give effect’ to the provisions of the NPSET. The additions and 
amendments acknowledge that some network utilities are regionally and 
nationally significant infrastructure which by their nature may generate 
adverse effects but are essential to the district (and beyond). Much of this 
infrastructure is linear and crosses the district, therefore there are often 
significant constraints on location, design and appearance which needs to 
be considered in decision making processes.  
 
The use of the word “ensure” within Policy 1.5 is too directive with respect 
to the location of network utilities, particularly when read in contrast to 
proposed Policy 1.4 which only requires “recognition” of locational 
requirements Transpower requests that Policy 1.5 is deleted because 
Transpower’s proposed new Policy 1.X adequately identifies and requires 
consideration of, adverse effects. The amendments proposed by 
Transpower to Policy 1.4 also  
 
Transpower supports the wording of Policy 1.3 and seeks that it is retained 
as notified. 
 
 

Transpower seeks the following amendments to Objective 1 and specific 
policies as listed below. 

The intent of the amendment to Objective 2 is to manage effects of others’ 
activities on network utilities, and importantly recognise that there is not 
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Clause / Section Title Relief Sought Amendment Reason 
 
Amend Objective 2 
 
To avoid the establishment of subdivision, development and land use 
activities that could adversely affect (including through reverse sensitivity) 
the safe, effective and efficient operation, maintenance, upgrading and 
development of regionally and nationally important infrastructure and 
other network utilities, including the National Grid. protect the operation of 
network utilities, including infrastructure of regional and national importance, 
from the potential adverse effects of subdivision, use, development and other 
land use activities.   
 
Policy 2.1 To ensure that any vegetation is planted and maintained to avoid 
interference with network utilities.  including transmission lines and the 
Vegetation and planting around transmission lines (National Grid) Yard 
shall comply with the Electricity (Hazards from Trees) Regulations 2003. 
 
Policy 2.2 To require that appropriate separation of activities is maintained to 
enable the safe operation of network utilities, and avoid reverse sensitivity 
issues. (Retain) 
 
Policy 2.3 To ensure all subdivision and development is designed to avoid 
adverse effects on the operation, access, maintenance and upgrading of 
network utilities (except the National Grid). 
 
Policy 2.X To manage the effects of subdivision, development and land 
use on the safe, effective and efficient operation, maintenance, upgrading 
and development of the National Grid by ensuring that: 
 

• Areas are identified in the Plan to establish safe buffer distances 
for managing subdivision and land use development near the 
National Grid; 

• Sensitive activities and large scale structures are excluded from 
establishing within National Grid Yards; 

• Subdivision is managed around the National Grid to avoid 
subsequent land use from restricting the operation, maintenance, 
upgrading and development of the National Grid; and, 

• Changes to existing activities within a National Grid Yard do not 
further restrict the operation, maintenance, upgrading and 
development of the National Grid. 

 

only a need to protect the operation of existing utilities (i.e. how they 
operate now), but also how they may be upgrading or developed in the 
future. A policy specific to protecting the National Grid is sought because of 
the direction given by the NPSET (Policies 10 and 11). The policy wording 
also seeks to narrow the type of activities that shall be avoided, and those 
that can be managed to the extent that National Grid is not compromised. 
 
Transpower seeks that the notified Policy 2.3 specifically excludes the 
National Grid and that the new Policy 2.X applies instead. With regard to 
the National Grid, Transpower acknowledges that there are some activities 
that can take place within proximity to National Grid assets, provided certain 
standards are met. The use of the words “avoid adverse effects” is a very 
broad and onerous restriction on subdivision and development which 
Transpower considers inappropriate. 

Transpower seeks the following amendments to Objective 3 and specific 
policies as listed below. 
 
Amend Objective 3 
 
To protect restrict, except within an existing road carriageway, the development 
of network utilities within areas of significant heritage and landscape value 
Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes from inappropriate 
development of network utilities to recogniseing the values of these important 
areas.   
 
Delete Policy 3.1 
 
Delete Policy 3.2 
 
Add new Policy 3.X  
 
Seek to avoid adverse effects generated by the National Grid on areas of 

Transpower opposes Objective 3 and the associated Policies 3.1 and 3.2. 
The objective and policies do not recognise that it may not be technically 
feasible to locate new network utilities and regionally and nationally 
important infrastructure within a road corridor, and it assumes that the 
adverse effects of such development outside of the road corridor has the 
potential to generate greater adverse effects on heritage and landscape 
values if it is not. Transpower considers that this is inconsistent with the 
NPSET with respect to the National Grid.  
 
The intent of the amendments is to acknowledge that the National Grid is 
linear and has locational and other constraints. These constraints, together 
with the benefits that this infrastructure provides to the district and beyond 
(i.e. potentially rendering them not ‘inappropriate’) need to be 
acknowledged and provided for.  
 
NPSET Policy 8, which provides a framework for National Grid activities in 
rural environments, specifically includes the words “seek to avoid adverse 
effects on outstanding natural landscapes”. The words “seek to” are not a 
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Clause / Section Title Relief Sought Amendment Reason 
significant landscape value while taking in to account the locational, 
technical and operational requirements and constraints of the National 
Grid and the contribution it makes to the functioning and well-being of the 
community and beyond in assessing its location, design and appearance.  
 

bottom line or “must” requirement. 
 
Transpower requests that this objective and policies are separated to 
address the effects that are sought to be managed within areas of 
significant heritage and landscape value respectively. 
 

Section 3A.4 Rules 3A.4.1 Permitted 
Activities 

Support/Amend Transpower generally supports the permitted activity rule framework for network 
utilities as notified, subject to the following amendments: 
 
Add new permitted activity rule: 
 
4A.3.1X: Trimming and removal of any vegetation that is required to 
maintain safe separation distances or the ongoing efficient operation of 
the line. 
 

While compliance with the Electricity (Hazards from Trees) Regulations 
2003 is required, the rule framework for network utilities does not 
specifically permit the works necessary to ensure compliance. Transpower 
otherwise supports permitted activities listed in 4A.3.1(a)-(o) and seeks that 
they are retained. 

3A.4.1 Guidance Notes Support/Retain N/A Transpower supports the Guidance Notes and seeks that they are retained 
as notified. 
 

3A.4.2 Standards for 
Permitted Activities 

Oppose/Amend Transpower seeks the following amendments: 
 
3A.4.2 
 
(g) Buildings and structures within an electricity transmission corridor, including 
the National Grid Yard must: 
 

i. Comply with the New Zealand Electrical Code of Practice for 
Electrical Safe Distances 2001 (NZECP34:2001)(Note: compliance 
with the permitted activity standards of the Plan does not 
ensure compliance with NZECP34:2001); and 

ii. Not exceed a maximum height of 2.5m and an area of 10m2. 
 
(l) Works associated with any network utility, except within an existing road 
carriageway, must not result in adverse effects on the values or characteristics 
for any significant historic built or natural heritage specified in Appendix 1A 
(Wetlands, Lakes, Rivers and their Margins), 1B (Significant Areas of 
Indigenous Forest/Vegetation (excluding Reserves), 1C (Outstanding Natural 
Features), 1D (Trees with Heritage Value) and 1F (Sites with Heritage Value) of 
this Plan. 
 

Permitted Activity Standard 3A.4.2(l) is subjective in the context of “must 
not result in adverse effects on the values or characteristics” and therefore 
not appropriate as a permitted activity standard. 

3A.4.3 Restricted 
Discretionary 
 

Support/Amend Transpower seeks that the assessment criteria against which restricted 
discretionary activities will be assessed is amended as follows: 
 
3A.4.3 
 
i. The proposed benefits of the network utility proposal to the wider community 
and beyond. 
 
vii. The degree to which the proposed location, site or route is better than 
alternative locations, sites, or routes have been assessed and any 
operational, locational or technical constraints. 
 

Transpower supports the restricted discretionary activity status for those 
network utilities not able to meet permitted activity standards.  
 
Transpower also generally supports the assessment criteria against which 
restricted discretionary activities will be assessed but seeks amendments to 
properly recognise the policy considerations for new National Grid 
infrastructure as set out in the NPSET. 

3A.4.4 Discretionary  Oppose/Amend Amend Rule 3A.4.4: 
 
3A.4.4i Any network utility not otherwise specified as Permitted, Restricted 
Discretionary or Non-Complying Activity shall be a Discretionary Activity. 
 
Add new rule: 
 
3A.4.4.ii Nationally significant infrastructure located within an Outstanding 

Transpower considers that nationally significant infrastructure should be 
classified as a Discretionary activity (not Non-Complying) in an outstanding 
natural feature or landscape because of the constraints on that 
infrastructure (locational, technical and operational) as well as the benefits it 
delivers to the community and beyond.  
 
NPSET Policy 8, which provides a framework for National Grid activities in 
rural environments, specifically includes the words ‘seek to avoid adverse 
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Clause / Section Title Relief Sought Amendment Reason 
Natural Feature or Landscape in Appendix 1C is a Discretionary Activity. 
 

effects on outstanding natural landscapes’. The words ‘seek to’ are not a 
bottom-line requirement (e.g. ‘must avoid’ which would necessitate a Non-
Complying activity status) and render a Discretionary activity status 
appropriate.  
 

3A.4.5 Non-Complying Oppose/Amend Amend Rule 3A.4.5: 
 
Any network utility which is not nationally significant infrastructure located 
within an Outstanding Natural Feature or Landscape in Appendix 1C is a Non-
Complying Activity. 
 

3D.2 Resource Management 
Issues 

Oppose/Amend Amend 3D.2.1 to provide clarity.  
 
1. Potential adverse effects resulting from earthworks do not detract from the 
amenity values of the District. (Clarify) 
 
Add Resource Management Issue 3D.2.X: 
 
Earthworks can adversely affect the safe, efficient and effective 
functioning of network utilities. 
 

The wording of this issue is not clear, because it suggests that adverse 
effects from earthwork do not detract from amenity values, which isn’t 
always the case. Transpower considers that this wording may be an error. 
 
A new Resource Management Issue is sought in order to establish that 
earthworks can have adverse effects on network utilities, and also in light of 
the objective, policy and rule framework that has been introduced by PC55 
to earthworks activities pertaining to the National Grid. 
 
 

3D.3 Objectives and Policies Support/Amend Support Objective 3 and Amend Policy 3.1 as follows: 
 
Objective 3 
 
To protect the operation of functioning of the National Grid and infrastructure of 
regional and national importance by avoiding earthworks that could undermine 
their integrity and functioning. (Support) 
 
Amend Policy 3.1 
 
To control earthworks within the National Grid Yard to ensure the continued 
safe, effective and efficient access to and operation, maintenance and 
upgrading of, the National Grid. 

Transpower generally supports the earthworks objectives and policies but 
seeks the amendments to provide for recognition that earthworks can 
compromise access to the National Grid, which can compromise its ongoing 
operation, maintenance and upgrading (among other activities). 

3D.4 Rules 3D.4.1 Permitted 
Activities 

Support/Retain N/A 
 

Transpower supports the Permitted Activities listed in 3D.4.1 and seeks that 
they are retained as notified. 
 
Transpower supports the Standards For Permitted Activities listed in 3D.4.2 
and seeks that they are retained as notified. 
 
Transpower supports the Restricted Discretionary Activity status for 
earthworks within the National Grid Yard not able to meet the permitted 
activity standards. Transpower seeks that the matter of discretion “any 
effects on the operation of the National Grid” be retained. 
 

3D.4.2 Standards for 
Permitted Activities 

Support/Retain 

3D.4.3 Restricted 
Discretionary  

Support/Retain 

3F.4  Temporary Activities Support/Amend Retain Standard for Permitted Activities 3F.4.2f 
 
Add new 3F.4.4 Non-Complying Activities 
 
Any temporary activity located within the National Grid Yard shall be a 
non-complying activity.  

Transpower does not wish to restrict temporary activities but notes that the 
temporality of structures, buildings and other activities poses a potentially 
significant risk to the National Grid if located in close proximity to it. For this 
reason Transpower seeks non-complying activity status for temporary 
activities within the National Grid Yard, where any proposal for a temporary 
activity within the National Grid Yard would need to satisfy the particular 
statutory tests for non-complying activities. 
 

3G.4 Relocated Buildings Support/Retain N/A Transpower supports the requirement for relocated buildings to comply with 
all of the standards for permitted activities within the relevant zone and 
other parts of the Plan. This is required to control the potential effects of 
buildings relocating within the National Grid Yard. 
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External Disclaimer
This document is produced for external release.  Its conclusions are based
on the information currently available to Transpower and may change
as further information becomes available either internally or externally.
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