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4.12 HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND CONTAMINATED SITES 
 

Objective 
 
LU 26) To minimise the risk to people and the environment from the use, transport 

and storage of hazardous substances and from contaminated sites.  
 
(Issue 5) (Refer also: Objectives LU 1 and LU  2-Page 12). 

 
Policies 
 

a) To ensure that hazardous substance use, transport and storage is sufficiently 
isolated from incompatible uses such as residential areas, hospitals or natural 
areas. 

b) To ensure appropriate separation between hazardous installations and property 
boundaries. 

c) To ensure that appropriate safety features are built into the design of installations 
which use or store hazardous substances. 

d) To assist in ensuring that hazardous waste is properly disposed of. 

e) To help improve the state of knowledge about contaminated sites in the District, 
and to notify the Regional Council and other responsible agencies. 

f) To limit future land uses in or around contaminated sites, if necessary to protect 
human health. 

g) To reduce the risk of sites being contaminated in the future. 

 
Explanation 
 
District and Regional Councils are responsible under the Act for preventing or mitigating 
“any adverse effects of the storage, use, disposal or transportation of hazardous 
substances” (Sections 30 and 31).  Hazardous substances include those which are 
explosive, flammable, oxidising, toxic, carcinogenic, radioactive, corrosive or 
environmentally persistent.  There are also “harmless” materials which can sometimes be 
dangerous (eg dust explosions from sawdust or flour). 

The Regional Policy Statement spells out the respective roles of District and Regional 
Councils for hazardous substances.  The Regional Council is responsible for controlling the 
use of land to prevent or mitigate any adverse effects of the disposal of hazardous 
substances. It is also responsible for preventing or mitigating the effects of the discharge of 
such substances to the environment. 

District Councils have the task of controlling the use of land to prevent or mitigate any 
adverse effects of the use, storage and transport of hazardous substances.  The main ways 
of doing this are firstly to ensure adequate buffer distances between the facility and 
“sensitive” neighbours.  These include housing areas, places where people are less mobile, 
and areas where the environmental consequences of an accident would be especially high, 
eg estuaries and streams.  Secondly the facility itself can be made more accident-proof or 
be designed to reduce the consequences if an accident does occur.  Council may put 
conditions like this on land use consents for hazardous facilities.  This is one means of 
ensuring that new contaminated sites do not develop. 
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As operator of a refuse disposal site, Council has some control over which waste is 
permitted to be dumped there and whether hazardous waste is sent to more suitable 
disposal facilities.  The Feilding site does not have resource consent at present for 
hazardous material disposal. 

An initial overview indicates that a number of sites in the District might be seriously 
contaminated with various chemicals.  The Regional Council has accepted responsibility 
for investigating specific sites, for assessing the likely effects of contamination and for 
seeking remediation of those effects. 

Council has a particular role in passing on information about contaminated sites to 
prospective property purchasers and to the public generally, though the LIM process.  In a 
few cases the contamination may be bad enough to warrant Plan controls which prevent 
land uses such as housing or schools being built on or next to the polluted site.  The need 
for such controls in the future will be assessed on the merits of the particular case. 

 
District Plan Methods 

• District Rules and land use consent conditions – Part B. 
 
Other Methods 

• Land Information Memoranda for contaminated sites. 

• Refuse Disposal Site policies. 

• Emergency response role. 

• Assisting Regional Council and landowners where appropriate. 

• Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996. 
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4.17 ENVIRONMENTAL RESULTS ANTICIPATED. 

1 Tangata Whenua are satisfied that Maori land and resources are able to be used in 
accordance with Maori cultural preference, with any adverse environmental effects 
being addressed. (Objectives LU 4 and LU 28, Pages 12 and 42). 

2 Soil compaction, contamination or removal do not have a significant adverse effect 
upon the life-supporting capacity or versatility of the District’s rural soils. (Objective 
LU 7, Page 14). 

3 No significant adverse effects from development upon the rural character and 
amenity of rural areas, or upon the quality of the District’s outstanding landscapes. 
(Objectives LU 8 and LU 9, Pages 17 and 19).  

4 Levels of complaint from rural residents about rural activities on other properties are 
low, and do not result in curtailment of those activities. (Objectives LU 10 and LU 
11, Page 21). 

5 Most residents of Residential and Village zones are satisfied with the amenity of 
their neighbourhood and town as a place to live. (Objectives LU 12 and LU 13, 
Pages 23 and 25) 

6 People regard Feilding’s Business zone as an attractive place to do business. 
(Objective LU 16, Page 28). 

7 No listed heritage buildings or facades in central Feilding are demolished or 
substantially modified without scrutiny of alternative options through the resource 
consent process.  Any new structures or redevelopment of existing buildings in the 
town centre fits in with with the historic character of the Heritage Precinct. (Objective 
LU 16). 

8 Activities in Business, Industrial and Recreation zones do not have a significant 
adverse effect upon the environment or upon residents in other zones. (Objectives 
LU 17, LU 18 and LU 20, Pages 28, 30 and 31) 

9 Subdivision, land use and development does not have a significant adverse effect 
upon the natural character or heritage value of the coastal area.  (Objective LU 23, 
Page 32). 

10 Noise levels within the various zones remain at or below the standards expressed 
in the Plan. (Objective LU 25, Page 34). 

11 No recurring complaints about noise from water craft, and minimal complaints from 
residents of sound-insulated dwellings about aircraft noise at Milson Airport.   
(Objectives LU 22 and LU 25, Pages 32 and 34). 

12 Hazardous substance use, transport and storage is undertaken with adequate 
safety features, and no health problems related to contaminated sites are confirmed. 
(Objective LU 26, Page 39). 

13 There are no traffic accidents attributable to the design or placement of driveways 
and intersections installed to serve new land uses approved under this Plan.  
(Objective LU 27, Page 40) 

14 There are no traffic accidents attributable to glare, to vegetation or structures 
blocking sight lines, or signage distracting or confusing drivers, in situations where 
these matters are controlled by this Plan.  (Objective LU 27, Page 40). 

15 No arterial route suffers a reduction in the level of service which it can provide, due 
to ribbon development or a proliferation of driveways along it. 

 

4.18 MONITORING & REVIEW PROCEDURES - MANAGING LAND 
USE EFFECTS 

 
The procedures to be used will include: 
 

a) “State of the Environment” reporting, including noise levels in the various zones.  
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b) Obtaining feedback from the Marae Consultative Committee on District Plan 
issues associated with use of Maori land and resources. 

c) Assisting with research into the extent of soil compaction, contamination and 
removal in the District, including the influence of land use upon these factors. 

d) Monitoring whether land use consents are issued in compliance with the rules in 
the Plan, and whether the terms of consent are being complied with. 

e) Liaising with the Regional Council in assessing any degradation to land and water 
resources as a result of activities provided for in the Plan. 

f) Undertaking “snapshot” rural landscape and character assessments, including of 
the identified outstanding landscapes, when the Plan is made operative, and again 
prior to the review of the Plan. 

g) Recording levels of complaint from people about activities on other properties and 
in other zones, including about air noise and water craft, and instances where rural 
activities are curtailed or prevented from establishing by pressure from people 
living on rural-residential properties. 

h) Surveying local people to determine whether their desired levels of amenity are 
being met, and whether they find Feilding’s Business zone an attractive place to 
do business. 

i) Reporting on a three-yearly cycle, on listed buildings in the Feilding town centre 
which have been destroyed or substantially modified, whether with resource 
consent or not. 

j) Independent audit by a conservation architect on new buildings constructed in 
central Feilding, for compatibility with the historic character of the Heritage 
Precinct. 

k) Reporting on levels of compliance with safety regulations relating to hazardous 
substance use, transport and storage, including major accidents and any health 
problems related to contaminated sites. 

l) Comparing traffic accident records with the database of land use consents, and 
also reporting on instances where glare, lack of sight lines or signage was 
attributed as being a factor in causing an accident. 

m) Reporting on levels of service provided by arterial routes in the District. 

n) Assessing how effective land use consent conditions and other methods have 
been in avoiding or mitigating the adverse effects of land use activities, and 
changing these methods if necessary. 

 
 


